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25x1 In May and June 1949, Corrunist bands overeran the Aortheastern nortion
of Xwangtung, including the of iingyuan (115-54, 24=51), Chao Ning
(725% ), Tapu (113-18, 22=28), Mei (126-13, 24-18), Haingning (115-49,
25X1 24=0L), Wuhua (1]6=4], 24=02).
25X1 , |
20 During the meriod of Corrmmnist control, however, notices were posted in
25X 1 villages ordering the vpeovle to surrender all firearms to the new Com-

munist hsien governments within five days, The order, vhich affected

particularly officisls of the previous governnent, nelice, and all mile

25X1 itary forces, was aimed a$ obtaining arcs for Cormunist forces and strip=
ping the povulace of any vower to rebel.

1

25X1 s | [ [1n early July 1949. the Com=
munists withdrew %o the p11ls with about three thousand rifles seized

25X 1 Iron $he peonle. )

| |C£m:m.e:1.*,n This action is unorecedented in recent Chinese history,
egpecially during Periods of weakened fovernrental authority. This nolicy
is evidence to contradict the belief held by some that the Chinese Comw
minists rely on an srmed ezsantry. The volicy amears to be one of

8trin ing the ~engantry of their vower of resistance. Its vresent success
is unknown, although the large nuriber of weancns taken away by the Com-
minists in their retreat would indicate that 1t has not been a total
fallure even if some of the. peasantry menaged to retsin their arnms.
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